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Perishable Products Export Control Board

Raad van Toesig op die Uitvoer van Bederfbare Produkte


16 February 2007

Shipping Line / Vessel Operator/Agent

To Whom It May Concern

Dear All

Vessel Selection Criteria: USA and Iran

Please note that the new criteria were implemented by PPECB since 1 October 2004.

Shipping Lines and Vessel Operators must therefore implement these requirements as soon as possible and wherever practical during the next few weeks, since this will assist in reducing the risk of failure for all parties involved.

PPECB is of the opinion that it should be possible to comply with paragraph A and B prior to the new 2006/2007 Deciduous season and we will therefore insist on conformance with these criteria as per date mentioned.

The following selection criteria that must be used together with the revised PPECB checklist (Q58) are therefore forward to you for implementation. The PPECB checklist (Q58) must be submitted in good time to enable the PPECB to evaluate the data submitted prior to arrival of the vessel.
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A. TEMPERATURE RECORDING EQUIPMENT:

1.
Vessels equipped with Strip Chart Recorders (SCRs)

Recorders must be equipped with a fully functional memory backup.

2.
Vessels equipped with Computerised Systems

Vessels that are equipped with built-in memory backup must ensure that the backup facility is fully functional.

3.
Vessels equipped with printers for Computerised Systems

Vessels that are equipped with two printers must make use of both printers to print the USDA temperature readings simultaneously and automatically.

Vessels that are equipped with only one printer for USDA temperature readings must provide some form of temperature data backup.

4.
Service of SCRs and Printers

An accredited agent must service all mechanical components within a period of 6 months prior to loading. The printer/s must also print every hour at the prescribed set point/delivery temperature for at least 48 hours before arrival in a South African port.

A Service Certificate confirming that the mechanical components are in the best possible working order, must be forwarded to the PPECB, or presented upon arrival in South Africa. This will be confirmed during the first survey as per PPECB (Q10) inspection form, as well as confirmation on (Q58).

If serviced in South Africa, then PPECB will only inspect and calibrate the vessel once a certificate has been issued.

5.
Chartering Accredited Vessels

All parties must remember only to charter a vessel that is listed on the approved USDA list, and that the certificate is still valid for USA shipments. For Iran shipments the vessel must be on the USDA approved list, however need not have a valid certificate. For Iran, an identification process will be conducted by PPECB prior to the calibration.

B. Spares required for monitoring and printing of USDA temperature readings:

Appropriate and compatible spares should be either on board or provided by Owner’s agents at the relevant loading Port. These spares as indicated already upon completion on Q58 checklist must be available upon arrival. Therefore agents must check that they are available if so required prior to PPECB inspection.


Spares to consist of:

· At least 5 new fruit pulp temperature sensors (±15m sensors).

· At least 2 new air temperature sensors (±5m sensors).

· At least 1 sealed new and non-expired spare ribbon/cartridge.

· It is also recommended that each vessel have a spare new printer on board, together with sufficient ribbons and cartridges.

C. For Iran exceptions to criteria A1, A2 and A3

Only in exceptional circumstances will the PPECB approve vessels that do not comply with criteria A1, A2 and A3. The procedure to be followed by a Vessel Owner/Operator for the intended use of such a vessel will be for a motivation to be submitted to the Charterer concerned. The Charterer must then signal acceptance of the vessel to the PPECB on behalf of the Exporter Group for which it is intended. The PPECB will not act unreasonably in its consideration of the vessel except that the vessel must comply with the requirements of PPECB Checklist (Q58) in order to be registered for shipments to Japan.
NB - Your attention is drawn to the fact that the cargo logbooks, temperature data and or recording charts, or copies thereof must be forwarded to:

Contact persons

· Bernard Henning – Operational matters

Office number
:
+27 21 510 6503/4

Mobile number
:
+27 82 465 0772

Fax number
:
+27 21 510 3916

E-mail

:
bernardh@ppecb.com
I trust that we will have your full co-operation with regard to the measures as described and that the rest of the current season and future seasons will be entirely successful.

Kind Regards

B. Henning

Service Manager: Special Shipments 
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